
POLITICAL UNIT—Boundaries and Borders—Walls, Fences and Barriers 

1. Introduce the concepts of boundaries and borders around political states or regions.   

2. Discuss the history of walls that were built to separate groups of people.   

Historically walls were built for protection such as Hadrian's Wall which was built to protect the Roman 

province of Britain from the people who lived in what is now Scotland and the Great Wall of China 

which was built to keep the “polar bears” [nomadic tribes] from the north out. At the end of World War II 

there were only a few that were still in use as barriers.  Then the walls/fences/physical barriers began to 

be built including the Berlin Wall.  But, it wasn’t until after September 11, 2001 that they number began to 

increase dramatically.  What we are seeing now are walls being built not to keep people in, as was the 

purpose of the Berlin Wall, but to keep people out. And more and more of them are being built around 

the world. 

 
3. Discussion points and activities: 

a. Interpret the graph “Number of walls and barriers built from 1945-2011” and explain why there was a 

dramatic increase following 9-11. 

b. What impact do barriers between states (countries) have on political, economic, and cultural 

cooperation?   

c. What are the economic, social, political, etc. impacts of large numbers of refugees migrating to a 

county and are physical barriers a solution? 

d. Where are the walls being built?  Why?  

4. Have the students research the physical barriers that have been built or are proposed.  Small groups could 

produce a poster for different regions.  They would need to include a regional map showing the lines, and 

information about each barrier.  [See below: a start to this activity.] 

5. Or, as you discuss different barriers such as those proposed by the European Union countries to keep out 

refugees from Northern Africa and SW Asia, discuss where they [your students] would build.  Why there?  

[Good time to discuss the absence of border barriers and the threat to national security.]  Why did China 

(P.R. of C.) maintain the barriers between Hong Kong and Macau with China?  Why did China build a 

barrier between them and North Korea?  Etc.   

6. Have the students map as many borders where barriers have been built as possible on blank regional maps 

as you discuss them.  Ask the question “why were they built?”. 



 

United States  

and Mexico  

 

 

FACTS: 

Built by the United States 

Construction was begun in 2006 

The initial barriers are primarily between El 

Paso and San Diego [and through some cities 

along the border such as Brownsville] 

  

As of now there is approximately 1,030 km 

(640 miles) of fences and walls built of steel, 

concrete and wire mesh.  Total distance will 

be 3,201 km (1989 miles) when completed.  

The border is monitored by interspersed a 

“virtual fence” of sensors and cameras.  

Stated Purpose:   

 Anti-illegal immigration  

 Stop drug smuggling 

Concerns:   

 High cost of construction 

 Ineffective deterrent 

 Jeopardizes health and safety 

 Destroys fragile ecosystem 

 Divides 3 Native American Nations                      

                        and 23 tribes 

A complete list of barriers can be found on my website on the APHG Professional Development Information 

page [or as complete as I can make it at this time.]. 


