
NOTABLE GEOGRAPHERS, MODELS AND THEORIES  
YEAR LONG PROJECT  

 

This is an on-going activity for all year long.  Complete the following information for each of these 
famous geographers as we study each unit and read about the geographers and their contributions. 

Some fit into more than one unit so make note of that.  You will do each of these on a separate piece of 
paper.   
Final Report is Due:  On April 1st (will count as an Academic 
                               Achievement grade for the 6th Six Weeks.) 
 

Unit or Units:        
Geographer and/or Model or Theory: 
Country/Date and Short Bio (where appropriate): 
Major Contribution(s): 
Sketch of model, map and/or visual (where appropriate): 
Strengths and weaknesses of this model or theory: 
Is it still effective or used today to explain its premise? 
Make your own creative device to remember this geographer and his/her model: 
Source of Info [pages in the Textbook or supplementary source): 
 

NATURE/ PERSPECTIVES POPULATION/ MIGRATION POLITICAL 

Carl  SAUER Ernst George RAVENSTEIN Alfred MAHAN  

Friedrich RATZEL    Laws of Migration & Gravity Model        Sea Power 

       Organic Theory Thomas MALTHUS Nicholas SPYKMAN 

Alfred WEGENER  Warren THOMPSON        Rimland Theory 

       Continental Drift Theory Demographic Transition Model Halford MACKINDER 

Environmental Determinism Epidemiological Transition Model        Heartland Theory 

Possiblism Sustainable Development Theory Domino Theory 

CULTURE/ 

LANGUAGE 

DEVELOPMENT/ 

RESOURCES 

INDUSTRY & ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

GIMBUTAS Walter ROSTOW Alfred WEBER 

Kurgan Hypothesis—     5 Stages of Economic Development        Least Cost Theory 

Language Diffusion w/ Conquest Immanuel WALLERSTEIN-- R. E. LANG & P. J. TAYLOR 

Colin RENFREW 

     Anatolian Hypothesis— 
     Language Diffusion w/  
     Agriculture 

     World Systems Theory      Core-Periphery Model 

Wilber ZELINSKY  

H. CAREY 

AGRICULTURE AND RURAL 

LAND USE 

CITIES AND URBAN LAND USE 

J. H. VON THUNEN 

      Von Thunen Model 

Ernst BURGESS—Concentric Zone Model   

Homer HOY—Sector Model 

Norman BORLAUG  

      Green Revolution 

C. HARRIS & E. ULLMAN—Multiple Nuclei Model 

Peripheral Model aka Galactic Model   

Esther BOSERUP  Ernst GRIFFIN & Larry FORD—Latin American City Model 

Sustainable development P. O. MULLER   Suburbanization  

Walter CHRISTALLER  John BORCHERT 

Central Place Theory    Model of Urban Evolution 

      5 Epochs of the History of American Urbanization 

 Bid-Rent Theory 

 Rank-Size Rule 

 Urban Primacy 

   Some of these geographers, models, theories, or concepts may 
 fit into and be found in more than one unit of study. 

 


