
Extra Credit Articles:  Cities and Urban Land Use 

You may choose up to 5 of these current events to review.  [Review forms are available on the class web site or in the folder in the 
classroom.]  You will earn 2 points for each critique you complete up to a total of 10 points.  Those points will be added to your unit 
test grade.  These articles will also provide additional information which you may see on unit tests or the National Test on May 
13th. To receive the bonus points you must turn in your evaluation prior to taking the test.   
 
[Be sure to click on “Read more” when prompted.]  

ARTICLE URL 

Can cities kick ads?  Inside the global movement to ban 
urban billboards 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/aug/11/can-cities-kick-
ads-ban-urban-billboards  

From Megacity to “Metacity”—The Shape of the Future http://www.albertmohler.com/2010/04/22/from-megacity-to-
metacity-the-shape-of-the-future/  

The Resurrection of America’s Slums  http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2015/08/more-
americans-are-living-in-slums/400832/  

The surprising origins of the traffic light:  When was the 
first traffic light installed? Today in 1914  [video]  

http://www.vox.com/2015/8/5/9097713/when-was-the-first-
traffic-light-installed  

Working-class barrio turns into huge rainbow mural in 
Mexico 

http://bigstory.ap.org/article/664e9c91529344f8b932330ab15d9
f02/working-class-barrio-turns-huge-rainbow-mural-
mexico?nc=1438521103853  

28 percent of whites say they favor a law allowing 
homeowners to discriminate 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/07/0
9/white-views-on-desegregation-have-long-lagged-behind-the-
law/  

6 Freeway Removals That Changed Their Cities Forever http://gizmodo.com/6-freeway-demolitions-that-changed-their-
cities-forever-1548314937  

Amsterdam Is Literally Making New Islands for New 
Housing 

http://www.citylab.com/housing/2015/06/amsterdam-bold-
housing-solution-10-artificial-islands/395516/?utm_source=SFFB  

Are Our Transit Maps Tricking Us? http://www.citylab.com/commute/2012/08/are-our-transit-
maps-tricking-us/3072/  

As Beijing Becomes a Supercity, the Rapid Growth Brings 
Pains 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/20/world/asia/in-china-a-
supercity-rises-around-beijing.html?emc=eta1&_r=0  

Before-and-after maps show how freeways transformed 
America’s cities 

http://www.vox.com/2014/12/29/7460557/urban-freeway-
slider-maps  

Beyond Gentrification:  Hundreds of DC Residents Being 
Forced From Their Homes 

http://www.mintpressnews.com/beyond-gentrification-
hundreds-of-dc-residents-being-forced-from-their-
homes/204543/ 

China:  Drone tour of Wuxi New Town https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ezf5QiHFFzs  

Cities       [choose one of the stories to report on] http://www.theguardian.com/cities  

Cities As Platforms http://techcrunch.com/2015/08/07/cities-as-
platforms/?ncid=rss&cps=gravity_1462_-3819613252838401717  

City council approves Frisco’s $1B Frisco Station project 
next to Cowboys HQ 

http://bizbeatblog.dallasnews.com/2015/07/1-billion-frisco-
station-project-gets-go-ahead-from-city-council.html/ 

Could Explosive Growth Lead To A Southern 
Megalopolis? 

http://wabe.org/post/could-explosive-growth-lead-southern-
megalopolis#.VZgYZ2FAeXc.facebook 

Favorite Cities of the Super Rich   
 
[scroll through all of them] 

http://www3.forbes.com/investing/favorite-cities-of-the-super-
rich/?utm_campaign=Favorite-Cities-Super-
Rich&utm_source=taboola&utm_medium=referral&utm_content
=theatlantic 

History of cities in 50 buildings—interactive---pictures               
[click on a few of the pictures] 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/ng-
interactive/2015/jun/05/history-cities-50-buildings-
interactive?CMP=fb_gu 

How railroads, highways and other man-made lines 
racially divide America’s cities 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/07/1
6/how-railroads-highways-and-other-man-made-lines-racially-
divide-americas-cities/?tid=sm_fb  

How Section 8 became a “racial slur”   http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/06/1
5/how-section-8-became-a-racial-slur/ 

How to shrink a city http://www.economist.com/news/leaders/21652343-many-
cities-are-losing-inhabitants-better-manage-decline-try-stop-it-
how-shrink?fsrc=scn/fb/te/pe/ed/howtoshrinkacity  
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ARTICLE URL 

India wants to build 100 ‘smart cities.’  Residents just 
want water and power 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/india-
wants-to-build-100-smart-cities-residents-just-want-water-and-
power/2015/06/25/9951df1a-0ec6-11e5-a0fe-
dccfea4653ee_story.html?postshare=6341435404467162  

Last Stop on the L Train:  Detroit http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/12/fashion/last-stop-on-the-l-
train-detroit.html?smid=fb-nytimes&smtyp=cur  

London’s Newest Urban Farm Is Converted WWII Air 
Raid Shelter 

http://www.citylab.com/tech/2015/07/inside-londons-new-
subterranean-urban-farm/397454/?utm_source=SFFB  

Mapping, Beirut-style: how to navigate a city without 
using any street names 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/jun/02/mapping-
beirut-style-how-to-navigate-a-city-without-using-any-street-
names?utm_source=SFFB 

Mexico vs. US Cities—How Safe is Mexico http://howsafeismexico.com/compare_mexico_us_cities.html  

Mixed Metro US—Mapping diversity and segregation in 
the USA 

http://www.mixedmetro.com/ 
 

Moscow’s suburbs may look monolithic, but the stories 
they tell are not 

http://www.theguardian.com/cities/2015/jun/12/moscows-
suburbs-may-look-monolithic-but-the-stories-they-tell-are-
not?CMP=twt_gu  

New rules require cities to fight housing segregation http://www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/new-rules-require-cities-fight-
housing-segregation/  

People fight to save cultural mural after city says it 
violates code [West Jordan City, Utah—depicts Mexican-
American icons] 

http://kutv.com/news/local/people-fight-to-save-cultural-mural-
aftercity-says-it-violates-code  

Seeds in the city, the pros and cons of urban farming https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/seeds-in-the-city-the-
pros-and-cons-of-urban-agric/  

South America!    [TED Talk} http://www.ted.com/playlists/149/south_america  

Story Map Tour http://www.arcgis.com/apps/MapTour/index.html?appid=044ed
497658045eab14b45cbd00bc538&webmap=07bd43dbf3e74d6e8
2b2c0136936a181  

Survey Finds Significant ‘Grocery Gap’ in Minnesota http://minnesota.cbslocal.com/2015/07/27/survey-finds-
significant-grocery-gap-in-minnesota/  

Teardowns:  Tearing Apart or Building up the 
neighborhood? 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/realestate/the-charm-of-an-
old-house-clashes-with-allure-of-a-garage-and-
mudroom/2015/06/24/6fed1fb2-09fe-11e5-95fd-
d580f1c5d44e_story.html?hpid=z5 

The deeper problems we miss when we attack 
‘gentrification’ 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/blogs/wonkblog/wp/2015/06/1
6/the-deeper-problems-we-miss-when-we-jeer-
gentrification/?postshare=1791434543602929 

The Evolution of Urban Planning in 10 Diagrams http://www.citylab.com/design/2012/11/evolution-urban-
planning-10-diagrams/3851/?hash=48dc30b2-34b3-4ae5-aef9-
164cea042cdd&utm_content=buffere68c6&utm_medium=social
&utm_source=facebook.com&utm_campaign=buffer  

The ghastly tragedy of the suburbs https://www.ted.com/talks/james_howard_kunstler_dissects_su
burbia?language=en 

The old suburban office park is the new American ghost 
town 

http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/the-old-
suburban-office-park-is-the-new-american-ghost-
town/2015/07/20/b8e7653a-1f6e-11e5-bf41-
c23f5d3face1_story.html?hpid=z1  

The Rails to Trails Legacy http://www.citylab.com/city-makers-connections/rails-to-
trails/?utm_source=nl__link3_070115 

The science of slums http://geographical.co.uk/places/cities/item/1174-the-science-of-
slums  

The Town Shrink:  Trained as a psychiatrist, Mindy 
Thompson Fulilove now puts entire cities on the couch 

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/06/28/magazine/the-town-
shrink.html?smid=fb-share 

Traffic Takes A Tremendous Global Toll, But Cheap Fixes 
Can Save Lives 

http://www.npr.org/sections/goatsandsoda/2015/07/25/425386
939/traffic-takes-a-tremendous-global-toll-but-cheap-fixes-can-
save-
lives?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_cam
paign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm_content=20150725  
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