Extra Credit Articles for Agriculture and Rural Land Use

You may choose up to 5 of these current events to review. [Review forms are available on the class web site or in the folder in
the classroom.] You will earn 2 points for each critique you complete up to a total of 10 points. Those points will be added to
your unit test grade. These articles will also provide additional information which you may see on unit tests or the National Test

on May 13th. To receive the bonus points you must turn in your evaluation prior to taking the test.

ARTICLE

URL

5 times food has changed the course of history

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/5-times-food-has-changed-
the-course-of-history/

6 reasons why people go hungry: Here’s a
rundown of the factors leading to food insecurity

https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/6-reasons-why-people-go-

hungry/

A Lonely Quest for Facts on Genetically Modified
Crops

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/05/us/on-hawaii-a-lonely-quest-
for-facts-about-gmos.html

A New Kind of Farming is Changing Women’s
Lives Across An Entire Continent

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/07/30/africa-sack-
farming?cmpid=foodinc-fb

Advocating for Truth: GMOs [The Peterson
Farm Blog]

https://petersonfarmblog.wordpress.com/2014/09/24/greg-
peterson-advocate-for-truth-gmos/

Against the grain

http://www.economist.com/news/asia/21594338-viethams-farmers-
are-growing-crop-no-longer-pays-its-way-against-grain

Agriculture and Gender Issues Closing the
Gender Gap on the Farm Could End World Hunger

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/06/11/women-global-hunger-
food

Agriculture May Have Started 11,000 Years
Earlier Than We Thought

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/next/ancient/agriculture-may-have-
started-11000-years-earlier-than-we-
thought/?utm_source=facebook&utm medium=pbsofficial&utm ca
mpaign=nova_next

All the Countries That Contribute to a Single Jar
of Nuts

http://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2013/12/map-all-the-
countries-that-contribute-to-a-single-jar-of-nutella/282252/

America has fewer and larger farms. Here’s why
that matters

http://grist.org/food/america-has-fewer-and-larger-farms-heres-why-

that-matters/

Beneath the ocean, a sea of drinkable water?

http://www.csmonitor.com/Science/2013/1209/Beneath-the-ocean-
a-sea-of-drinkable-water

China Fences In Its Nomads, and an Ancient Life
Withers

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/12/world/asia/china-fences-in-its-
nomads-and-an-ancient-life-

withers.html?emc=edit th 20150712&nl=todaysheadlines&nlid=401
85695& r=0

China makes big bet on turning desert into wine
region

http://www.cbsnews.com/news/china-aims-become-top-wine-
producer-ningxia-region-vineyards/

Chinese Implicated in Agricultural Espionage
Efforts

http://www.nytimes.com/2014/02/05/us/chinese-implicated-in-
agricultural-espionage-efforts.html?smid=fb-share

Chinese Trade Rules Put South Korea’s Kimchi
Industry in a Pickle

http://www.nytimes.com/2015/07/30/business/international/chinese
-trade-rules-put-south-koreas-kimchi-industry-in-a-
pickle.html|?hp&action=click&pgtype=Homepage&module=photo-
spot-region&region=top-news&WT.nav=top-news

Chocolate’s Child-Labor Problem Keeps Getting
Worse

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/07/31/cocoa-child-labor-
report?cmpid=foodinc-fb

Climate change and female farms in Botswana

http://www.aljazeera.com/indepth/opinion/2015/06/climate-change-
female-farmers-botswana-150611091026193.html

Coffee in crisis: the bitter end of our favorite
drink?

http://www.bbc.com/future/story/20150728-coffee-the-bitter-end-
of-our-favourite-drink

Cotton Candy Grapes [video taste test]

https://www.facebook.com/BuzzFeedVideo/videos/17933181641423
91/?fref=nf

Dominican Republic commits to strengthening
cocoa sector for 40,000 farmers

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/presscenter/pressrele
ases/2015/06/17/rep-blica-dominicana-se-compromete-a-fortalecer-
el-sector-del-cacao-.html

Echoing Big Agribusiness, Farmers Sue Monsanto

http://www.theatlantic.com/health/archive/2011/03/echoing-big-
agribusiness-farmers-sue-monsanto/73240/
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Egg War: Why India’s Vegetarian Elite Are
Accused Of Keeping Kids Hungary

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/07/14/422592127/egg-
wars-india-s-vegetarian-elite-are-accused-of-keeping-kids-
hungry?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_ medium=social&utm_camp
aign=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm content=20150714

Factory Farm Cesspools Poisoning Poverty—
Stricken Communities in NC

http://www.mfablog.org/factory-farm-cesspools-poisoning-poverty

Farmers Are Figuring Out They Can Make Bank
Growing Non-GMO Crops—Corn and soy
growers are giving up their genetically
engineered seed to meet new consumer
demand.

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/04/20/more-money-non-
gmo-corn-soy?cmpid=foodinc-fb

For generations, these Brazilian women
harvested the sea, but industry threatens their
way of life

http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-07-02/generations-these-brazilian-
women-harvested-sea-industry-threatens-their-way-life

From famine to food basket: how Bangladesh
became a model for reducing hunger

http://www.csmonitor.com/USA/Foreign-Policy/2015/0617/From-
famine-to-food-basket-how-Bangladesh-became-a-model-for-
reducing-hunger?cmpid=FB

Ghana’s women farmers resist the G7 plan to
grab Africa’s seeds

http://www.theecologist.org/campaigning/2874165/ghanas_women
farmers resist the g7 plan to grab africas seeds.html

GMOQ’s And The Dilemma of Bias

http://www.npr.org/sections/13.7/2014/01/07/260184901/gmos-
and-the-dilemma-of-

bias?utm _content=socialflow&utm campaign=nprfacebook&utm so
urce=npr&utm medium=facebook

Here's the Staggering Amount of Meat China
Eats—and How That Affects the Rest of the
World

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/06/29/china-insatiable-
appetite?cmpid=foodinc-fb

How a Show About Farmers Got 20+ Million
Viewers: Tanzania’s Newest Celebrities: Female
Farmers

http://www.takepart.com/article/2015/07/30/female-farm-
heroes?cmpid=foodinc-fb

How agro-commodity traders can help the SDG’s
and reduce poverty

http://www.undp.org/content/undp/en/home/blog/2015/5/29/How-
can-agro-commodity-traders-contribute-to-the-SDGs/

How drones could replace workers on American
farms

http://www.pbs.org/newshour/rundown/farmers-frustrated-lack-

drone-access/

How Will We Feed a World of Nine Billion
People?

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/2015/07/150701-hunger-food-
agriculture-population-ngbooktalk/

How women farmers in the Andes use their
knowledge to conserve biodiversity

http://www.csmonitor.com/Business/The-Bite/2015/0630/How-
women-farmers-in-the-Andes-use-their-knowledge-to-conserve-
biodiversity?cmpid=FB

India’s independent farms embrace organic

http://america.aljazeera.com/articles/2015/5/31/indias-independent-
farmers-embrace-
organic.html?utm_content=main&utm_campaign=ajam&utm_source
=facebook&utm medium=SocialFlow

Inside the World’s Largest Food Company You've
Probably Never Heard Of

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/07/10/421532548/inside-
the-world-s-largest-food-company-you-ve-probably-never-heard-
of?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign
=npr&utm_term=nprnews&utm content=20150710

Local Food Is Still A Niche. Can It Grow Beyond
That?

http://www.npr.org/sections/thesalt/2015/06/22/415554585/local-
food-is-still-a-niche-can-it-grow-beyond-
that?utm_source=facebook.com&utm_ medium=social&utm campaig
n=npr&utm term=nprnews&utm content=20150622&fb ref=Default
&fb_source=message

New app helps farmers in Kenya find climate-
smart seeds

http://www.csmonitor.com/World/Making-a-difference/Change-
Agent/2015/0619/New-app-helps-farmers-in-Kenya-find-climate-
smart-seeds?cmpid=FB
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Indonesian farmers introduce fish into their water-laden
rice fields in a process called rice-fish culture. The fish
droppings act as fertiliser, while the fish eat any insect
pests and improve oxygen circulation around the field,

increasing rice yields by up to 10%.

Harvesting Lavender.




