
CULTURE 



Think of a time you felt like an 

“outsider.”  What was that like?  

What were some of the things 

they did to make you feel that 

way?  Write until I say “STOP.” 

BELLWORK 



What do you see? 

What influences 

how we “see” the 

world and the 

people around us? 



I.  Definitions 

A.  Terms 

1.  Culture--the way of                        

   life developed by   

   people. 



2. Anthropology--study 

 of living cultures. 

 
 

3.  Archaeology--study  

 of past cultures. 



4.  Cultural Diffusion-- 

 the spread of cultural  

 traits to another area or 

 borrowing a trait from   

 another culture. 







5. Acculturation-- process 

by which a person from 

one culture adopts traits of 

another culture. 

6. Enculturation—     
the process of people 

learning their culture. 

 



7.  Prejudice--   

  unreasonable  

attitude or bias against 

a group or culture 

based on supposed 

characteristics. 



8.  Bias--personal,   

 distorted judgment  

 that influences    

 objective perception;  

 one-sided. 



9.  Stereotype--over-    

simplified, commonly held 

opinion of a person or 

group; often a composite of 

traits; generalizations about 

an entire group. 



10.  Ethnocentric--  

 (ethno=cultural group; 

 centric=at the center)  

 believing that one’s own 

 culture is the best or  

 better than others. 



11.  Xenophobia--  

 (xeno=foreign;    

 phobia=fear) a fear of  

 foreigners or things  

 foreign. 



B.  Four Parts of Culture 

          1.  Language 

      2.  Technology 

      3.  Institutions 

      4.  Beliefs 

B.I.L.T. 



C.  ABC’s of Culture 

      1.  Appearance 

     2.  Belief System 

     3.  Communication 

     4.  Dates 



5.  Entertainment 

6.  Food 

7.  Government 

8.  Housing 

9.  Information 



10.  Jobs 

11.  Kind of Environment 

12.  Leftovers 



II.  Culture is 

learned. 

A.  We learn from our  

 parents, peers, TV,  

 teachers.                   

B.  Race is NOT culture. 



III.  Cultures are changing. 

A.  Invention within a  

 society. 

B.  Introduction from  

 outside a society. 



IV.  Four parts of Culture 

Can cultures exist without language? 



1.  Definitions: 

a.  Language is a means of 

communicating your ideas 

or feelings 
 

 b.  Multilingual:  the ability to  

 speak more than one language 

 c.  Monolingual: the ability to  

 speak only one language 

How do we do this? 



2.  Constantly changing. 
What are some words in our language that 

were not used (or had a different meaning) 50 

years ago? 
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3. Linguists [people who study 

 language] divide language 

 into three levels. 

  Standard or Official 

  Slang 

  Dialects 

4.  There are between 2500 & 

3000 languages in use today. 

 





5. Language families are related 

& share a common origin so we 

classify standard languages. 

      a.  Language Families 

      b.  Branches   

      c.  Groups  

 



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Human_Language_Families_Map.PNG


What language family is 

English a part of?  

What is branch? 







What can languages tell you? 

 

Language is a good indicator of 

human migrations.  Why? 

 

You will usually find more than one 

language spoken in a country.  Why? 

 



What can be concluded about the fact that Sino-Tibetan Languages (Chinese) are 

not widely spread around the world?   

What language is spoken on the island of Madagascar?  Why isn’t it related to 

languages spoken in Africa?  What other countries speak the same language?  

What is the connection? 

Where are Germanic Languages spoken?  

Why?  Romance Languages? 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Human_Language_Families_Map.PNG


6. Communication & Trade (How do we 

communicate if we speak a different language?) 

a.  Speakers of different languages may create 

a simplified mixed language to hep people 

communicate.  A Creole evolves from a 

pidgin, but is more fully developed 

b.  A lingua franca is an established language 

used by speakers of different languages to 

communicate regarding trade and other 

purposes.   



1) The lingua franca of the modern world is English. 

This derives from the influence of the former 

British Empire and the global commercial and 

scientific predominance of the United States in the 

post-World War II period.   

2) What are some other lingua francas? 

a) Chinese for East Asia 

b) Arabic for Northern Africa, SW Asia and Central Asia 

c) Swahili for Eastern Africa 

FYI:  The official languages used at the United Nations are:     

 Arabic;   Chinese;   English;   French;   Russian   and   Spanish.  

The working languages at the UN Secretariat are English and French. 

A delegate may speak in any of the official languages, and the speech is interpreted 

simultaneously into the other official languages. Most UN documents are also issued in 

all six official languages. At times, a delegate may choose to make a statement using a 

non-official language. In such cases, the delegation must provide either an interpretation 

or a written text of the statement in one of the official languages. 



A Sampling of  

                     Chinglish 


