Often Used Verbs for AP Essays
Analyze:  determine the component parts; examine their nature and relationship.  [Usually answers the question "why?"]      





     This task usually requires separating a phenomenon into its component parts or characteristics as a way of understanding the whole. An analysis should yield explicit conclusions that are explained or supported by specific evidence or well-reasoned arguments.
Assess/Evaluate:  judge the value or character of something; appraise; evaluate the positive points and the negative ones: give an opinion regarding the value of; discuss the advantages and disadvantages of.    



        An assessment or evaluation involves considering how well something meets a certain standard and as such generally requires a thesis. It is important to identify the criteria used in the evaluation. If no criteria are explicitly given in the question, students should take care to clearly identify the ones that they choose to employ. Specific examples may be applied to the criteria to support the student’s thesis. Evaluation or assessment requires explicit connections between the thesis or argument and the supporting evidence.
Compare:  examine for the purpose of noting similarities and differences.  Students are required to make specific links between two or more concepts.
Contrast:  examine in order to show dissimilarities or points of difference.  Students are required to make specific links between two or more concepts.
Define:  a definition requires a student to provide a meaning for a word or concept. Examples may help to demonstrate understanding of the definition. 

Describe:  give an account of; tell about; give a word picture of.  


          A description involves providing a depiction or portrayal of a phenomenon or its most significant characteristics. [Descriptions most often address “what” questions.]
Discuss:  talk over, write about; consider or examine by argument or from various points of view; debate; present the different sides of.  



          Discussions generally require that students explore relationships between different concepts or phenomena. Identifying, describing, and explaining could be required tasks involved in writing a satisfactory discussion.
Explain:  make clear or plain; make clear the causes or reasons for; make known in detail; tell the meaning of.  







        An explanation involves the exploration of possible causal relationships. When providing explanations, students should identify and discuss logical connections or causal patterns that exist between or among various geographic phenomena.
Identify/ List:  cite or list specific events, phenomena, and show a connection.  
   Listing or identifying is a task that requires no more than a simple enumeration of some factors or characteristics. A list does not require any causal explanations. 
