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A. Human 

Beginnings- 

 Historically 
people in Africa 
governed 
themselves 
along lineages 
and family 
relationships. 

 

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/f/f1/Africa_map_regions.svg


B. East Africa 

1. East Africa is known as the “cradle 

of humanity.” 

2. Oldest human remains have been 

found in Africa in the Great Rift 

Valley area 

 

 

 



a. Aksum was in present day 

Ethiopia 

b. Written language 

c. Triangular trade between Africa, 

India and Mediterranean 

d. Aksum’s king converts to 

Christianity 

e. Became increasingly isolated 

with the rise of Islam in 

surrounding areas 

f. Over the years protected from 

invasions due to mountains and 

unique, unified culture and religion 



g. Large tradition of trade 

h. Very diverse: settlers/traders from the 

Middle East and as far as Indonesia and 

China 

i. Traders used monsoons to travel 

j. Slave trade developed  

k. Bantu speaking people adopted Islam—

Middle Eastern influences 

l. New language of Swahili: mixed Arabic 

words with Bantu, written in Arabic 

•Film 

http://safari.csisd.org/?a=77688&ch=5&d=02373AA


East Africa’s location on the Red Sea 

and Indian Ocean has                                      

made it a major                             

trading center                           

throughout          

history.                                 It has 

had easy                                              

access to trade                                           

routes to Asia. 

 

 

 

C. North Africa- 



1. The Nile River valley and 

ancient Egypt, one of the 

world’s great civilizations, 

formed a cultural hearth. 

a. The earliest civilization in 

Africa developed in Egypt 

along the Nile River 

b. The Nile River Valley is very 

fertile, which led to the 

development of agriculture 

c. Achievements: 

Hieroglyphics, calendar and 

surgery 



2. The Nubian civilization, 

also known as the Kush, was 

located on the Upper Nile 

near present-day Sudan 

a. At times Nubia was 

conquered by the Egyptians 

and at one point Nubia 

conquered Egypt 

b. Nubia’s culture was greatly     

influenced by Egypt 



c. Nubians constructed a 

large trade network extending 

to the Mediterranean and 

Middle East 

d. Iron was a major resource 

e. Created their own system 

of writing with an alphabet, 

which has not yet been 

deciphered 

f.  Later followed by the 

Kingdom of Axum 



3. Carthage had strong ties to the 

Mediterranean 

a. Founded 

by 

Phoenician 

traders 

b. Punic Wars 

with 

Rome—

Rome won 

c. Many aspects of Roman culture 

spread to Northern Africa 



4. Starting in the 600’s Arab 

armies bring Islam to North 

Africa 

5. North Africans developed 

advanced trade, cities and 

libraries under Arab rule6. 

6. Camel caravans created 

new trade network across 

the Sahara 



7. Cultural Connections-- 

North Africa 
shares the 
Arabic 
language, the 
Islamic religion 
and culture with 
Southwest Asia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



8. Religion-- 
 

   Islam is the major cultural and religious 

influence of North Africa.  The Muslims 

invaded North Africa and established 

their influence by 750 A.D. 



9. Roles of Women-- 

Women’s roles have changed in 
North Africa as they have become 
more professional and developed 
career opportunities outside the 
home.  They have made social 
progress. 

Ambassador Steiner met with leading business women from eight African nations 

participating in a State Department-sponsored International Visitor Leadership Program  



D. West Africa-- 

Wealth from gold and salt trades 
supported a series of West 
African empires-- the kingdoms of 
Ghana, Mali, and Songhai. 

 



1. Gold and salt 

dominated trade in 

Sahara 

2. Salt was considered 

very valuable—used for 

preservation and 

necessary to prevent 

dehydration  

a.  Salt: Sahara 

b. Gold: Ghana, 

Nigeria, Senegal 



3. Ghana—“Land of Gold” 

a. NOT located in modern day 

Ghana—located at the Niger and 

Senegal river 

b. Luxurious living for kings and 

merchants 

c. Muslim cultural influence in 

language, money and 

architecture, but most kept with 

traditional religion 

d. Eventually incorporated into 

Kingdom of Mali 



4. Mali founder:- 

 Sundiata 

a. Influence over gold 

and salt trading areas 

b. Known for wealth 

and trade 

c. Matriarchal society 

d. Timbuktu grows and 

becomes a center for 

learning and trade 

•Film 

Sankore Mosque, 

Timbuktu 

http://safari.csisd.org/?a=77832&ch=4&d=02370AA


5. Mansa Musa: known as 

Mali’s greatest emperor 

a. Expanded the empire 

b. Wanted peace and order 

c. Converted to Islam, made 

laws based on the Quran 

d. Not all Muslim customs 

adopted, especially  by 

women 

e. Made alliances with other 

Muslim nations 



Tomb of Askia Muhammed 

6. Sonni Ali created the 

largest state in northern 

Africa—Songhai  

a. Traditional religious 

beliefs 

b.  Askia Muhammed 

expanded the empire and 

set up an Islamic 

government 

c. Songhai fell due to civil 

war 

d. Temporarily occupied by 

Morroccans, then split into 

small kingdoms 



7. Hausa was famous for clay walled 

cities and the craftsmanship of artisans 

a. Merchants sold goods that were 

traded in North Africa and Europe 

b. Independent city states 

c. Written language based on Arabic 

d. Many women rulers 



8. Benin was located in 

rainforests of Guinea 

coasts 

a. Farmed and traded 

b. Known for sculptures 

and use of bronze and 

brass 

c. Increasing contact with 

Europe lead to the slave 

trade 

 



9. W. Africa’s Outlook 
a. West Africa has a rich cultural 

tradition that has influenced many 
parts of the world. 

b. Some problems facing West Africa 
are a poor transportation 
infrastructure, relying too much on 
exporting raw materials, and 
political instability. 

 

Sand Dunes and Road 

sign in West Africa 

 



E. Central Africa 

1. The Bantu migrations helped to 
populate the African continent and 
unify Africa around a language 

 

2. European nations divided Africa 
without regard to ethnic groups or 
language. 

 

3. Colonialism caused long-term 
damage to the economies and 
cultures of African nations. 



4. Education 

a. One of the 
main problems 
facing Central 
Africa is 
education.  
They have a 
shortage of 
teachers, a high 
dropout rate 
and few 
secondary 
schools Many children in the Central African 

little town of Bozoum are losing their 

parents who die of AIDS  



F. Southern Africa 

1. Gold provided the basis for great 
empires in Southern Africa—the 
Great Zimbabwe and the Mutapa 
Empires. 

 

2. The wealth of Southern Africa is 
tied to the land. Conflicts over land 
and resources often result. 
a. Diamonds, platinum and other 

resources have  

 helped enrich many 

 countries in                      

   Southern Africa. 

 



3. Great Zimbabwe Empire 

a. Bantu speaking people on the Limpopo 

River 

b. Europeans thought ruins were Phoenecian 

buildings 

c. Agriculture, raised cattle, gold 

d. Part of a great trade network—found items 

from India and China 

e. Manufactured jewelry and iron tools 

f. Decline due to European settlement 

•Film 

http://safari.csisd.org/?a=77834&ch=9&d=02374AA


4. Apartheid 
a. Apartheid was a policy in South 

Africa put into place by the 
colonial descendants.  It was a 
separation of people by race. 

b. Apartheid hurt the economies of 
South Africa because of 
international economic   
sanctions and              
inadequate                      
education of                        
blacks. 

27 April 1994: Millions of black 

voters stand in line for miles in 

Soweto in order to vote. 



a. The African 
National 
Congress in 
the second 
half of the 
20th century 
helped to end 
apartheid in 
South Africa.   
It was lead by 
Nelson 
Mandela 

 

5. The End to Apartheid 


