
North America 

The Natural 
Environment 



 I. Physical Features of the 

America’s 

A. The region is made up of Canada 
and the United States. 

B. The landforms are very diverse. 



•What forces formed the 
mountain range from Alaska to 
Cape Horn? 
 
•Why are the sections of the 
range named differently? 
 



2. Coastal 
Plains--
Long 
coastal 
plain, 
begins at 
sea level 
and 
gradually 
rises 

1. App. Mts-
Several 
ranges, 
valleys, and 
ridges; low 
eroded mts 

 



High 
plains 

3. Great 
Plains--
Interior 
Plains: 
Rolling hills, 
many rivers 
and lakes, 
productive 
soils 

What kind of soil 
does a grassland 
have? 



4. Canadian 
Shield--
Ancient 
rock, 
heavily 
glaciated, 
little soil 

•Why is 
Minnesota 
known as the 
“Land of 
10,000 Lakes?” 



5. Rocky 
Mts. 
Several 
high & 
rugged mt. 
ranges 

High 
plateaus, 
deep 
canyons, 
isolated 
mountain 
ranges, 
desert 
basins 



6. Sierra 
Nevada/ 
Cascades Two 
mt. ranges, the 
Sierra Nevada & 
the Cascades, 
separated by 
Valleys and 
Basins 

Baja California 
is a peninsula 
that is a part 
of Mexico 

How did the 
Baja Peninsula 
form?  What 
were the 
forces in 
action? 



7. Sierra 7. 7. 
7. Sierra Madre-
a. Mexican 
Plateau makes  

up most of 
the country. 
(cont’d on 
next slide) 



c. Three 
mt ranges                
border the 
plateau  

b. 
Coastal 
Plains lie 
between 
the mts 
and the 
sea. 



8.  Isthmus of 
Tehuantepec 
forms a narrow 
strip of land in 
the south 

9. Yucatan 
Peninsula, a 
flat 
limestone 
formation, is 
located in 
the 
southeast. 



10. The 
Caribbean 
Islands are a 
string of 
islands 
around the 
edge of a 
tectonic plate. 

11. Mts. form 
a ridge down 
the middle of 
Central 
America 



1. North America’s major river systems flow 
either eastward or westward.  The crest or 
top of the Rockies provides a division for 
river systems called the Continental 
Divide.   

2. North America has more lakes than any 
other continent.  These lakes are the 
result of ice sheets melting and creating 
deep basins at the end of the Ice Age. 



4.Mississippi, 
Missouri, & 
Ohio Rivers 
drain into the 
Gulf of 
Mexico 
5. The St. 
Lawrence & 
the Great 
Lakes -drain 
into the 
Atlantic. 
 

6. Western Rivers:                                           
Colorado, Columbia, Fraser, & 
Yukon drain into the Pacific 













2. Agricultural 
resources 

• large area 

• good climates for 

farming 

• fertile soils 

• provide enough food 

to feed population 

and leave a surplus 

1. Forest  resources 

• large forests and tree 

farms 

• produce wood for 

lumber, newsprint, 

pulpwood, and other 

forest products 

• leading producers 

and exporters 

5. Energy  resources 

• huge coal reserves 

• major oil producer, 

but still must 

import 

• rich in natural gas 

3. Water  resources 

• allow for irrigation 

and hydroelectricity 

production 

• rich fisheries along 

coasts 

4. Mineral  resources 

• nickel, zinc, uranium, 

lead, copper, gold, 

and silver in Canada 

• iron, copper, lead, 

zinc, gold, silver, and 

other minerals in 

United States 

Resources 

of North 

America 



9. Environmental 

Issues in the US 

a. Huge energy consumption 

b. Great waste & pollution 

c. Population growth & economic 
development add to problems (ex.  Acid 
rain) 

d. Fertilizer runoff harms                                     
marine life 

e. Dams and competition                                          
for scarce water-key                                        
issues in the west. 



J. Living with Natural 

Disasters in North 

America  





1. Natural Hazards in the US 
a. Earthquakes on the west coast 

b. Flooding in many areas 

c. Tornadoes in the Midwest & 
South 

d. Hurricanes  

 along the East  

 Coast & Gulf  

 of Mexico 

 





Why do we continue to live in areas that experience natural hazards? 




