
China, Mongolia, 
& Taiwan



Intro to China

http://www.watchmojo.com/index.php?id=6430


Landforms & Rivers
 China’s Mountains—

Himalayas, Kunlun, Tian 
Shan, Qiling

 Manchurian Plain &    
North China Plain

 Tibetan Plateau

 Scattered plains & 
plateaus

 Rivers—Huang, Chang, 
Pearl

 Mongolia—
Gobi Desert &                                       
Mongolian Plateau

 Taiwan—mountains in the 
east, flatter in the west

Huang He 
(Yellow River) –
also known as 
“China’s Sorrow” 
because it 
flooding has been 
responsible for 
millions of 
deaths.





Climates

 Eastern 1/3rd of China receives large 
amounts of rainfall due to monsoons & the 
Japan Current [hot ocean current]

 Climates vary due to the large size of the 
region.

 Subtropical in the southeast

 Warm humid summers & cold dry winters 
in NE China

 Western China & Tibet are in the rain 
shadow=Taklimakan Desert

 Arid with extreme temperatures in north 
central China & Mongolia





Resources

 Varied minerals—especially coal

 Energy—oil, natural gas & 
hydroelectric power from 
the Three Gorges Dam

 Soils-vary greatly but only
10 percent arable; major 
agricultural production

 Fishing

 Silk production

Three Gorges Dam

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gze9QVt6EfQ






Cultural Features
 Han Chinese are the majority

 Most Typical Person

 Mandarin is the main language

 Major Religions are Buddhism, Taoism, & 
Confucianism—officially atheist in PRC

 Minorities live on the borders and in the 
west

 Most people live in the east near the coast 
and river valleys

 Migration from rural areas is causing rapid 
urbanization 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4B2xOvKFFz4&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1




Migration from rural areas is 
causing rapid urbanization. 



Urbanization in China

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Kc2DtUehj48


Early History
 Dynasty—Family of 

Rulers
 First dynasty was the 

Shang Dynasty on the 
Chang river in the 
1700s B.C.

 Qin, the first imperial 
dynasty, began Great 
Wall in 200s B.C.—First 
contact with Europeans 
(names China—China—
Really Chung Kuo
(Middle Kingdom)

http://www.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chinese-dynasty-map.cfm
http://www.artsmia.org/art-of-asia/history/chin-dynasty-map.cfm


 Han dynasty (202 B.C.–A.D. 220) built 
great empire.

 After period of decline, Chinese power 
returned in 600s under T’ang and Sung.

 Mongols conquered China by 1279.—
(Marco Polo saw the Forbidden City—
told Europe of riches)



History
 Trade colonies were set up by 

the Europeans in the 1500s
 China lost territory to 

Europeans in the 1800s
 Fall of the Manchu Dynasty

 Closed Ports— except Canton
 Opium Wars
 Took ports—Hong Kong, Macao, 

Shanghai, Peking, etc.
 Boxer Rebellion
 International Forces
 Russo-Japanese War
 Leadership turned over to young 

boy—3 years old—The Last 
Emperor—Henry Pu Yi





History

 February 12, 1912, the five-year 
old emperor renounced his 
throne. 

 Republic of China was formed in 
1912 by Sun Yat-sen

 Japan seized Manchuria in 1931, 
then occupied China during World 
War II.

 After the war civil war breaks out 
in China

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/8/80/Sun_Yat-sen_2.jpg


Modern History

 The Nationalists fled to 
Taiwan and the 
communists took over the 
mainland.

 Two China’s –
 Republic of China—

Chiang Kai-shek         
on  the island of Taiwan

 People’s Republic of China
Mao Zedung on the 
mainland

 UN recognized the 
Republic of China



 1971—UN recognizes PR of China

 1979—US recognizes PR of China

 Mao’s Great Leap Forward and 
Cultural Revolution brought 

decline and chaos.

The Cultural Revolution

The Great Leap Forward

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LGpmVs0_Dbc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hlbB3cmgPmo
http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkeuGg_9NI3oAiHuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBpdDZuNzZrBHBvcwM5BHNlYwNzcgR2dGlkAw--/SIG=1q677862d/EXP=1308619782/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=cultural+revolution&b=1&ni=21&ei=UTF-8&xargs=0&pstart=1&type=W3i_DS,105,0_0,Search,20101146,6900,0,5,0&fr=w3i&fr2=tab-web&w=690&h=516&imgurl=www.spaciousplanet.com/images/world/china-cultural-revolution12707956743381.jpeg&rurl=http://www.spaciousplanet.com/world/guide/cultural-revolution-propaganda&size=101KB&name=Culture+Guide::C...&p=cultural+revolution&oid=6ed7c00f1a36505a2b4f3b8f569cec39&fr2=tab-web&no=9&tt=213000&b=1&ni=21&sigr=128goqk9v&sigi=12g06hd6j&sigb=15o8tqtlq&.crumb=r7Y7.gA3IJm


 China moved toward modernization and 
market economy under Deng Xiaoping.
 Responsibility System

 Special Economic Zones

 



 Leaders crushed a pro-
democracy movement in 
1989--Tiananmen Square



Today’s People’s Republic of China
• Environmental degradation: Polluted air, 

desertification, toxic waterways, soil erosion--
China suffers a long, long litany of man-made 
environmental problems, much of it related to 
its coal addiction. Anthropogenic global warming 
is contributing to this problem, and to water 
shortages as glaciers melt at an alarming rate.

• Water shortages: Particularly in North and West China, water is in 
chronically short supply. Water tables beneath major metropolitan areas 
like Beijing have dropped. Enormous hydrological projects which would 
move water from the South in canals and pipelines  have hit snags and 
caused considerable controversy.

• China has almost 20% of the world’s population, but only 7% of the 
world’s fresh water. This means that China has less annual fresh water 
available per capita than most other countries. In addition to growing 
population, pollution further limits the amount of water available for use. 
In 2016, at least one-third of China’s lakes and rivers were unfit for 
human use, and 73% of the watersheds that supply water to China’s 30 
fast-growing cities faced medium to high pollution levels.



Today’s People’s Republic of China

• Government Control

• Ethnic tensions: Tibet, Xinjiang, and to a lesser extent Inner Mongolia 

all have active separatist movements, and ethnic tensions have boiled over 

in recent years in China's Tibetan Autonomous Region and other parts of 

western China where Tibetans live (in March 2008) and in the Xinjiang 
Uighur Autonomous Region (in July 2009)

• A rapidly aging population: China will be the first major economy to 
go gray before it gets rich, placing huge strains on working-age people 
who will have to effectively pay for pensions and healthcare for a 
disproportionate number of non-working elderly citizens. 

• Great Firewall:  China operates the largest internet censorship regime in 
the world, blocking access to thousands of websites including Google, 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. Millions of Chinese citizens circumvent 
China’s censorship system by using virtual private networks (VPN’s).  
President Xi Jinping’s is pushing for “internet sovereignty”.  They are 
attempting to completely block access as part of a  crackdown aimed at 
suppressing dissent and maintaining the Communist party’s grip on power.

http://time.com/5112061/china-hip-hop-ban-tattoos-television/


• South China Sea
Disputes involve both island and 
maritime claims between Brunei, 
the People's Republic of 
China (PRC), the Republic of 
China (ROC), Malaysia, Indonesia, 
the Philippines and Vietnam. 

An estimated US $5 trillion worth 
of global trade passes through the 
South China Sea and many non-
claimant states want the South 
China Sea to remain international 
waters. 

They are all  interested in 
retaining or acquiring the rights to 
fishing areas, the exploration and 
potential exploitation of crude 
oil and natural gas in the seabed, 
and the strategic control of 
important shipping lanes.

In 2016,a UNCLOS Tribunal ruled 
against the PRC's maritime claims 
The PRC stated that it does not 
recognize the tribunal and its 
ruling.



Taiwan: History
 Taiwan was administered by the 

imperial Chinese government from            
the late 1600’s until WWII—ruled by Japan

 In 1945 Taiwan was returned to China, and 
in 1949 it became the last territory controlled 
by the Nationalist government. 

 The Nationalist government ruled with 
marital law for 38 years.

 Taiwan’s government is now a multi-party 
(KMT and DPP) democracy with elected 
leaders



Taiwan (R of C) and China (PR of C)

 Today, Taiwan and China have a tense relationship.

 The government of the Republic of China  has 
continued to claim jurisdiction over the Chinese 
mainland

 The government of the People's Republic of China 
on the mainland claims jurisdiction over Taiwan

 Economic interdependence 
draws them closer, but 
political and economic 
differences remain.

China's territorial claims???

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8JS4VZbCWj8&feature=related&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1


Taiwan: Culture

 Taiwan’s culture is influenced by Chinese 
rule 

 Major belief systems are Buddhism and 
Taoism

 Confucian concepts are also influential in 
ethics and family values

 Official language is Mandarin, Taiwanese 
and Hakka are also widely spoken



Taiwan: Economy

 Very strong economy based on services 
and industry (lots of technology)

 Major trading partners  are the China, 
the U.S. and Japan

 “Cross-strait” trade with China has 
increased over the past 10 years and 
they have recently created a free trade 
agreement

 Taiwan tourism for Chinese

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lyWAQaLIq7I&safety_mode=true&persist_safety_mode=1


Mongolia: Resources
 Major resources: Coal, copper and oil.                

Water supply is limited

 Landlocked, which limits economic                   
opportunities

 Climate: desert; continental (large                       
daily and seasonal temp. ranges)

 Terrain: vast semi-desert and desert                   
plains, grassy steppe, mountains in                       
west and southwest;                                           
Gobi Desert in south-central

 Land use: 
arable land: 0.76%

https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2059
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2125
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/docs/notesanddefs.html#2097


Mongolia: History

 Mongol Empire under Genghis Khan

 Under rule of China during 
Manchu Dynasty-gained independence in 1921

 Communist rule after independence, heavily 
influenced and supported by the Soviet Union

 Soviet influence led to purges, especially of Buddhist 
institutions

 Free elections begin in 1990

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A2KJkIelhv9NC3MAsrKJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqOWZvY2xqBHBvcwMyNARzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1qcoj9293/EXP=1308620581/**http:/images.search.yahoo.com/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=genghis+khan&b=22&ni=21&ei=UTF-8&xargs=0&pstart=1&type=W3i_DS,105,0_0,Search,20101146,6900,0,5,0&fr=w3i&fr2=tab-web&w=752&h=591&imgurl=www.zonu.com/images/0X0/2010-02-11-11749/Genghis-khan-empire-at-his-death-1227.png&rurl=http://www.zonu.com/fullsize-en/2010-02-11-11749/Genghis-khan-empire-at-his-death-1227.html&size=36KB&name=Genghis+khan+emp...&p=genghis+khan&oid=621cbb7c192c99eb8ddb022427df6bb1&fr2=tab-web&no=24&tt=57100&b=22&ni=21&sigr=12rj3pson&sigi=12i47icka&sigb=15ij0ql7u&.crumb=r7Y7.gA3IJm


Mongolia: Culture

 Traditionally nomadic, more 
agricultural settlements and 
urbanization taking place

 Traditional home: Yurt/Ger
 Ethnic Mongols make up 95% 

of the population
 Mainly Buddhist population, 

which was suppressed during 
communist rule

 Mongolia Culture

http://safari.csisd.org/?a=180746&ch=1&d=26148AA




Mongolia: 

Economy

 traditionally economy was                                 
based on herding and agriculture 

 extensive mineral deposits have attracted foreign 
investors

 economic growth has occurred because of reform, 
free-market economics and extensive privatization of 
the formerly state-run economy. 

 The economy grew 6.1% in 2010, largely on the 
strength of exports to nearby countries

The town of Tsetserleg



 Mongolia's economy continues to be heavily 
influenced by its neighbors.

 Mongolia purchases 95% of its petroleum 
products and a substantial amount of electric 
power from Russia, leaving it vulnerable to price 
increases. 

 Trade with China represents                        
more than half of Mongolia's                         
total external trade - China                       
receives more than ¾’s of                     
Mongolia's exports. 

Mongolia's Oyu Tolgoi mine, considered to be one 
of the world's largest untapped copper deposits 

Google Image, 4/11


