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Landforms and Resources 

 
A large plateau covers most of 
Africa. 

 

Long, thin valleys, called rift 
valleys, stretch along East Africa 

These rift valleys are the result 
of continental plates pulling 
apart. 

 





The Nile River 
 

The longest river in world is the 
Nile River. 

The Nile River is used to 
irrigate farmland and as a 
means of transportation. 

 



      Valuable  

    Resources Africa contains 

many valuable 

resources 

including oil, 

diamonds, gold 

and chromium. 

Africa’s natural 

resources made 

it appealing to 

European 

colonizers. 

 
Diamond Mine in Southern Africa  



Climate and Vegetation 

Africa contains dry and hot 
deserts, warm tropics and 
permanently snowcapped 
mountains. 

 

Nearly 90 percent of Africa lies 
within the tropics. 

 

Since 90% of Africa likes within the tropics what 

does this tell us about Africa’s climate? 





  Major Deserts 

 

The Sahara, the 
largest desert in the 
world, stretches across 
northern Africa. (30N) 

Oases are critical 
for people living in 
the desert. 

Only a small 
portion of the 
Sahara is sandy. 
The rest contains 
rocky, gravelly 
areas and some 
11,000-foot-tall 
mountains. 

The Kalahari Desert is 
in the southern part of 
the continent (30S) 



 

The equatorial region of the 
continent receives rainfall all year 
long. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Africa’s vegetation includes thick 
rain forests, tall grasslands and 
desert areas. 

 

Equatorial Africa 



Plains 
 

A large grassy area, called the 
Serengeti Plain, (south of the 
Sahara) provides an ideal natural 
habitat for Africa’s wild animals. 



The equatorial area 
is a rain forest.   

Rain forests can 
provide 
medicines and 
they provide 
much of the 
world’s plant and 
animal diversity. 

 
 

 

Kakamega Forest, 

Kenya  

Rain Forests 



Human-Environment Interaction 

Access to the interior of the African 
continent is difficult 

Africa’s rivers contain many 
rapids and waterfalls, which 
makes travel on them difficult. 

Large arid areas also                        
are difficult to cross. 

Victoria Falls  

How have the physical features of Africa 

limited the settlement of the continent? 



The Desert Expands 
Desertification results from nature’s 
cycle, farming, overgrazing and 
clearing too much land for crops. 

The Sahara’s expansion is 
causing problems for Africa’s 
farmers. 

People in the Sahel are losing 
farmland for crops and grassland 
for their animals. 

 



Water Woes 

The Aswan High Dam helped to 
increase Egypt’s food supply but has 
also caused environmental problems. 

Farmers now have to use 
expensive artificial fertilizers and 
field drains, people had to be 
relocated, and the still waters 
behind the dam have increased 
rates of mosquito-borne diseases. 



Environmental  

      Issues 
Poor management 
and corruption of the 
oil industry has 
resulted in problems. 

The Nigerian oil 
industry has 
caused  serious 
environmental 
damage in the 
Niger delta leading 
to massive fires, 
acid rain, oil spills, 
soot deposits and 
health problems. 

 

Huge Fire at Chevron Texaco’s 

main oil terminal in Escravos, 

Nigeria 



 

The Angolan 
government 
charges a fee for 
oil drilling rights 
but uses little of 
the money for 
education, public 
health or 
economic 
infrastructure. 

 

Future Challenges 


